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CAN WoORK TEAMS VISIT THE
"TOURIST SIGHTS IN BRAZIL?

Absolutely! A Mission trip would not be complete without
seeing some of the native culture and natural beauty of the

“country. Just to mention a few: Rio with its Christ of

Corcovado, Sugarloaf Mountain and the rhythm of the samba;
the vast Amazon jungles; Iguacu Falls with its 275 waterfalls
that dwarf Niagara Falls; Pantanal, the world’s largest swamp
land with all its wildlife... these are some of the beautiful and
unusual places that can enrich a mission experience.

The Brazilian Methodist Church believes that VIM groups
can bring Christian love and hope. They want Work Teams to
contribute to and share in fellowship of a dynamic and growing
church. And when they leave, the Church hopes that their guests
were enriched by an experience in a different culture and by a
church that seeks to be faithful to the Gospel.

Why not make Brazil your next mission experience! What
an opportunity to participate in God’s Kingdom in this beauti-
ful nation.

For more information contact:

VIM Coordinator in Brazil

VEM * Brazil
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Sede Nacional da Igreja Metodista
Av. Piassanguaba, 3043 - Planalto Paulista
S&o Paulo - SP - Brazil - CEP 04060-004
® 55 11 5585 0032
www.metodista.org.br

Thinking
about a
 Mission Trip?

Think about Brazill

Mission trips are an exciting way for Christians to
express their faith and grow in commitment, but they
are much more than that. Mission groups also
strengthen overseas churches and enable them to better

. serve God’s mis-

sion in the world.
If you are
organizing or
planning to partic-
ipate in a Mission

§ Team, we suggest

you think about
coming to Brazil.
Why? The
Methodist Church

in this South American country is in an exciting stage

of its growth. Located in a country that is larger than
the continental United States, it offers opportunities
found in few other places in the world. Look at the

- reasons for going to Brazil!

VENI*Brazil

Volunteers in Mission




1. Support a growing Church

In 1930, the Methodist Church in Brazil became an
_ autonomous church. During the last decade it was the fastest
growing Methodist Church in Latin America and today is present
in every state. Each year the Brazilian Methodist Church grows
by more than 5%. With nearly 150,000 members, it not only pro-
duces all its own
pastors but sends
its own mission-
aries throughout
Brazil and even
overseas. Right
now there are
Brazilian missio-
naries in the

reaching Portuguese
speaking immigrants. Despite its growth the Brazilian Methodist
church needs financial support to take advantage of the opportu-
nities God is opening. Your Mission Team may be able to help
Brazilian Methodists respond more fully to God’s call.

2. Support a Church with a holistic
understanding of the Gospel

The Methodist Church in Brazil is firmly grounded in its
Wesleyan heritage: evangelism, discipleship, education and
social justice. )

3. A church that gives importance to
tradition and a more modern form of
worship.

Worship in Brazil often includes traditional hymns familiar
to North Americans and Europeans, but at the same time incor-
porates nationally produced religious music that vibrates with a
Brazilian beat and reflects the concerns of the common people.

4. A church committed to the needy.

Brazil has vast mineral and
agricultural resources as well as an
extensive industry. Nevertheless, out
of its 170 million population, there
are tens of millions earning less than
one hundred dollars a month and the
cost of living is only slightly lower
than the United States. The North-

United States,

east of Brazil has millions of people living in subhuman con-
ditions. The problem of its street children are known world-
wide. The Church in Brazil has many social programs reaching
out fo the needy, but it can use the help of outside groups.

5. A multicultural, multiracial church.

Few foreigners realize that Brazil has the largest popula-
tion of Japanese outside Japan, the second largest population of
Arabs outside the Middle East and the second largest popula-
tion of African descent of any country in the world.
Tremendous racial intermixture makes Brazilians one of the
most colorful and beautiful peoples in the world. Brazilians of
all shades and hues interrelate freely in the Churches.

WHAT caN A MissioN TEam DO?

Mission teams can help the Church in Brazil expand its
mission outreach in a variety of ways.

Construction: The Church is
constantly building new
churches and repairing
older ones. Its social institu-
tions can always use help.
Work teams that can do
light construction and repair
can help with almost and
unlimited variety of projects
available. Consult the VIM
Coordinator in Brazil for a
current list of needs.

Medical teams: The Methodist
Church has specialized
work for medical teams
under the guidance of
Brazilian doctors. Each year
it receives dozens of doc-
tors, nurses, dentists and
other medical technicians
who help reach those areas
of the country with little
access to medical care.

Vacation Church School: Christian Educatlon is a trademark
of the Brazilian Methodist church. Each year, hundreds of
churches sponsor Vacation Church Schools. Work Teams
can enrich learning by their participation and care.

Evangelism: While the Brazilian Methodist church is producing
an abundance of pastors and evangelists, there are many
opportunities for Work Teams to participate in evangelistic
programs sharing their special talents, especially in the arts.




